2025-2026 BSP#5 Group Time Discussion

(A) BEFEFSERAYEE H Questions for Studying and Understanding (10 minutes)
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In 5:1, God ordered Ezekiel the priest to shave his head and beard. Check
off the comments below that are correct for understanding this vision:
a. The hot Mediterranean weather in Israel made wearing long hair
and beard very difficult. This was Ezekiel’s special blessing.
b. In the law of Moses, priests were forbidden to shave their head or
their beard. See Lev 21:5.
Shaving one’s head was a sign of mourning. (See Isa 15:2.) It was
also a sign of judgment and humiliation. (See Isa 7:20.)
d. God wanted Ezekiel to be a sign representing the whole people of
Israel, who were about to suffer shame, humiliation, and defeat.
e. As God would not give a command that went against the Torah,
traditional Jewish scholars believed Ezekiel must have shaved his
head only symbolically.
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Read 6:9-10. When did God warn in advance that he would inflict
calamity upon the people of Israel? (Hint: Read Deut 30:17-18).



(B) Az ERIFEFRAIEE - Reflection and application question (15 minutes)
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Ezekiel’s prophetic message in this chapter expresses the special urgency of those times and
the need to respond promptly with faith, repentance, and obedience. But do we not live in
similar times? All around us we see the shaking among the nations of the earth; we are
witnessing a large-scale abandonment of God and his ways in our broader culture. We live in
confusion and exasperation because people openly embrace falsehood and reject the truth. We
can see the fragility and insufficiency of wealth and possessions - trusting in our “silver and
gold” to deliver us will not work (cf. 7:19). These did not save the people in Ezekiel’s time,
neither will they save us in ours. How, then, are we to respond?



